[Neurogenic bladder in children with acute transverse myelopathy].
Neurogenic sphincter dysfunction may result from acute transverse myelopathy. The aim of this paper is to study the course of such a dysfunction and to propose management techniques. The files of 21 children admitted at the mean age of 8 years 5 months (2 to 14 years, 8 months) for acute transverse myelopathy were retrospectively studied. Bladder sphincter dysfunction occurred in the first days of disease in 85% of these patients. Abnormal perception of micturition was one of the most constant and specific symptoms. Anorectal function was also impaired. Complete regressive course was noted in 38% of patients, minor sequellae in 39% and major sequellae beyond 6 months of course in 23%. None upper tract deterioration was noted after 3 years of course. Factors of favorable prognosis were early motor function recovery (especially recommencement of walking before 20 days) and early management of bladder dysfunction (inability to void had better prognosis than urinary incontinence). Early systematic bladder drainage in case of inability to void might be essential for improved prognosis.